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Unfortunately, the lodging in Kuerten is quite spread out and not always reachable using public 
transportation. That’s why it would be helpful if as many participants as possible who are coming by car 
could form car pools to help with the morning transportation from lodgings to the courses and the evening 
transportation back to the lodgings following the concerts. Of course this concerns only participants who 
cannot walk to the courses or use public transportation. The Stockhausen Foundation for Music will also 
have few vehicles at its disposal to assist with transportation. 

 
 

Meals 
A local restaurant will install in the school for the week of the courses. They will sell a lunch (also 

vegetarian) at lunchtime. In addition to this there are several other restaurants in Kuerten, some grocery 
stores and a bakery. 

 
 

Paying in Kü rten 
Please pay your hosts before leaving Kuerten. It may well be in some cases that your hosts – 

especially owners of apartments – ask you to pay a share of your rent or the total sum in advance. Please 
be prepared to do so on your arrival day. 

Please keep in mind that Kuerten is a very small, rural community. Many hosts and shopkeepers 
cannot accept EC- or Credit cards. However, there is a bank and a post offi ce in Kuerten where you can 
get cash during offi ce hours (Krei ssparkasse Kuerten: Monday – Wednesday 9:00 a.m. – 13:00 p.m. 
and 2:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 13:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m., Friday 9:00 a.m. – 
13:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. / Raiffeisenbank Kuerten: Monday – Friday 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m., Tuesday 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday and Thursday 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m., Friday 2:00 p.m. – 
4:30 p.m. / Post offi ce in the shop Molitor : Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 13:00 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. – 6:30 
p.m., Saturday 8:30 a.m. – 13:00 p.m.). Outside offi ce hours you can use the EC-automates if your 
customer or credit card usually functions on these. In past years there have repeatedly been problems with 
the compatibility between American money cards and German ATM machines. In the following text, 
DAC Crowell, a former participant, describes how to handle this problem. This text is an excerpt of a 
report he wrote about his experiences in Kuerten, which contains numerous other helpful tips. It can be 
read in its entirety on the Stockhausen homepage:  

„ I ran into some interesting problems accessing my Illinois bank account via the local ATM machines, also 
known as 'Geld-automat'. So to be helpful, here's what I learned across a few rather traumatic days... 

1) LAG-TIME. The computers that 'know you' in Europe and the ones that 'know you' if  you're from elsewhere 
have some lag between them. From what I was able to discern, there's a lag of about 36 hours or so between what 
happens to your account at home (if you're from N. America) and what you can do with it at an ATM in Kürten. For 
some of you, this might not matter much. But if you have to have the folks back home deposit some money for you, 
this needs to be kept in mind. 

2) JUST BECAUSE IT SAYS CIRRUS... doesn't mean it IS Cirrus. Case in point: my card does not work at 
Raiffeissen-Bank. It causes their ATMs to freak out and turn themselves off, despite the fact that their machines are 
labelled as being on the Cirrus network. But my card works just f ine at Kreissparkasse. So if one bank's machine is 
having conniptions over your card, try the other. There are two banks in Kürten, right next to each other, making 
this an easy process. 

3) IF ALL ELSE FAILS... there's Deutsche Post. Have someone wire you your money. Doing this via the local 
banks may prove confusional, as there's apparently some odd mechanisms that the local banks have to use in order 
to access international transfers of this sort that may or may not make sense to your own bank. But international 
transfers via Post (Western Union, etc) are easily done.”  
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Opening and fi rst day 
On July 7th at 10 a.m. the dress rehearsal for the evening concert will take place. At 3.00 p.m. 

auditions will be held in the master classes. At 6 p.m. the courses will be offi cially opened by Ulrich 
Iwanow (mayor of the community of Kuerten) and Karlheinz Stockhausen. At 8 p.m. you will hear the 
opening concert with KLAVIERSTÜCKE I-V and KLANG 2nd Hour: JOY for 2 harps. 

On July 8st at 12:15 a.m. the analysis seminar of Richard Toop will take place. At 2.30 p.m. the 
master classes will begin. Please consider that because of the concert of INORI at 5 p.m., Stockhausen 
will give his fi rst composition seminar  on SOUND on July 9th at 5 p.m.. We have already informed all  
participants about the off er to reserve the score of JOY. You can still order the score until June 29th. 

 
 

A typical day at the courses 
In the programme book for the courses – which each of you will receive upon registration in Kuerten – 

there is a detailed plan for each day. The daily schedule, in general, is as follows: 
•  8:00 a.m. – 09:30 a.m.: Master Class gestures of INORI with Alain Louafi 
•  10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.: Dress rehearsal for the evening concert with Karlheinz Stockhausen 
•  12:15 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.: Analysis seminar with Richard Toop 
•  2:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.: Master classes with the faculty members 
•  5:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.: Composition seminar with Karlheinz Stockhausen 
•  8:00 p.m.:  Concert (light and sound projection: Karlheinz Stockhausen) 

In addition, there will be a special room where participants may view all Stockhausen-Videos of the 
Stockhausen Foundation for Music. As in past years, i t will be possible not only to buy the scores, CDs 
and books but also to study them in a shop of the Stockhausen-Verlag installed on campus. 

Any changes and additions to the daily plan will be posted at the organisation offi ce which is centrally 
located in the school. The organisation offi ce will always be open for assistance during the courses. That 
is also where the keys for the practice rooms are handed out, as in the past. 

 
 

Special information for interpreters 
As mentioned above, on Saturday July 7th all participating interpreters meet with their teachers for a 

fi rst audition. At that time, the schedules will be fi xed and the interpreters for the fi rst participants concert 
on July 10th will be nominated. Several interpreters among you will be chosen to perform in the 
participant concerts. Therefore, please bring a short curriculum vitae with you and concert dress or 
costume for the pieces which you hope to perform. 

On July 15th Stockhausen will present three prizes to participants who, in his opinion, gave the best 
performance of his works during a participants’ concert. The programming of the participants’ concerts 
depends on the level of performance demonstrated in the master classes and Stockhausen’s preferences 
concerning the combination of works in the concerts. 

It is possible to practice in the school daily from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. After that, the school is closed. 
Therefore, please adhere to these hours and be careful not to forget personal belongings in the practice 
rooms. Each of the wind instrumentalists will be assigned a practice room. There are also limited 
facilities for the pianists and percussionists. For these rooms keys will be handed out at the organisation 
offi ce. 

Hopefully, the above information will facilitate your planning and your journey to Kuerten. If you 
have further questions, please feel free to contact me. I am looking forward to meeting you soon at the 
Stockhausen Courses. Sincerely, Yours Sabine Schulz 


